Payment of Visiting Medical Officers In Rural Doctors’ Settlement Package Hospitals Indexation of Fees From 1 August 2008
This Policy Directive provides the schedule of Rural Doctors’ Settlement Package fees effective from 1 August 2008.  It rescinds and replaces Policy Directive 2008_002.  

Fees under the Rural Doctors Settlement Package are indexed from 1 August each year according to an agreed formula.  The Department and the Rural Doctors Association have agreed that the new indexation factor is 4.22%, and accordingly all Settlement Package fees have been adjusted by 4.22% effective from 1 August 2008.

These fees are only applicable to Visiting Medical Officer specialists (who have elected to be so remunerated) and general practitioners who provide services at those hospitals listed in the Settlement Package. Any fees not listed in the schedule are to be paid in accordance with the 1 August 1987 Medical Benefits Schedule, at the rate of 2.33473% of the stated full schedule fee rounded off to the nearest ten cents (ie equivalent to multiplying 85% of the 1987 fee by a factor of 2.746741). 

Please note that the following rates for the transport allowance have also been increased effective from 1 August 2008: 

· Item 11.2A (under 1995 Clarification Rates) Mileage 36.8 c/km

· Item 11.2B (under 1995 Clarification Rates) Mileage 30.8 c/km

The current Medical Benefits Schedule has no relationship to the Settlement Package. Where the 1987 Medical Benefits Schedule states that a procedure is included with the associated consultation, the one fee is paid.  Where the schedule is silent and the procedure is not elective both a consultation and a procedure fee may be paid.
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